PREFACE
SINCE the pubHcation of Dr. H. R. Mill's" Siege of the South
Pole5' only one book, the late Sir Clements Markham's
"Lands of Silence/' has made any pretension to being a
history of Antarctic exploration, and this carried the subject no
more than eight years farther than Dr. Mill's standaid work.
Markham's book is therefore twenty years out of date, and having
been published posthumously there was much that the author had
no means of correcting; even Dr. Guillemard's able editing could
not eliminate all its errors. The only other literature on the subject
worthy of mention, apart from the descriptive and scientific works
of explorers, is in the form of short articles and in books of a
purely recreative character. Hence the time has come for record-
ing, simply as history, the progress of Antarctic discovery which
has abounded in epic incidents during the last twenty-five years.
The purpose of this book is to present a faithful record of
events unencumbered by technicalities. The last chapter alone is
intended for students, who may well begin with a reference to
Appendix L By this arrangement the lover of adventure and
the more serious student will alike find their needs met.
The principal sources of information will be found in the
Appendix; but the extent to which this book is authoritative may
be judged from the fact that, in addition to the published records,
the original diaries of several explorers, hitherto unpublished, have
been placed at my disposal. This new material includes the
journals of Sir Ernest Shackleton, Commander Wild, Commander
Worsley, Mr. J. M. Wordie and Mr. R. W. James, as well as a mass
of personal correspondence with all the living leaders of expeditions
and many others. The whole book has been revised and approved
by those most concerned, including surviving explorers and the
relations or confidential advisers of those no longer with us.
Among the leaders of expeditions must be mentioned Sir Douglas
Mawson, O.B.E., D.Sc., F.R.S., Captain Sir Hubert Wilklns, K.B.,
Dr. J. B. Charcot, Captain John King Davis, Dr. W. Filchner and
Commander Hj. Riiser-Larsen. Rear-Admiral R. E. Byrd, U.S.N.
(retired), has also been extremely helpful, A further list of those
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